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BETTIE E_IZABETH GREWELL

Bettie's father, Christian Frederick ~arsen, was born and raised in Den-
mark. Her mother, Ingjer Pestersen, was born and raised in Sweden. When Ing-
Jer was a young lady, she took a trip to Denmark and it was there she met and
narried Christien.

Bettie was born in Denumark on July 2, 1887. sShe ie the oldest of the
egaven children of Christian and Ingler. Her brother, Peter, was also born in
Denmark. 1Ingjer had a brother, Bent Petsrsen, who was living in Portland at
this time. He was & pharmacist at what iec now ths J. K. Gi1ll Co. It was in
1889 that hs sent for Christian and Ingjer and their family to coms to ths
Urited States. Bettle rscalls the stories her mother told of the trip acrose
tha ocean, the privation, ssa sickness, terror of the open sea and the trip
across the country. It was such a very long trip with many hardships.

Christian and Ingjer becaus citizens of the United States ghortly after
arrivina. Chrietian found it gasy to adapt to the new language and custonms
of America but it was wmuch harder for Ingjer. She cpoke some g&nglish, but
Pre’sried her native language in the hcme. She alweys wore wooden shoes and
would send to Denmark whenever shs needed another pair. Ingjer always felt
thay were much warmsr and har “est were always dry. The clothes shs made for
the family were always of wocl material. Bettis tells how the other children
i1 scheool reacted to her woodsn shoes during her esarly school days. Although
she had slways spoken Danish, thas Englizh language was not hard for her to
pick up.,

in 1896, the family moved to what was then 'in the country,' whsre they
bought a ranch with ssveral asres in Columbia County near St. Helans. (This
area 1s nsar the praesnt sgits of thes Montgomery Ward store in Portland.) The
arse was of huge timber land which had to be cleared for the general farming
which the family did for a living., Wild game and animale wera gver so plen-
tiful., The house which har father and Uncle built there for the family is
gvill stending today., -

Bsttie tglls of Playing with her four brothers and two sisters a2long the
river edge, finding all kindes of Indian arrowhgades which to them at that tims
wars not toco important. Shs and her brothers and sisters grew up and attend-
ed ochool thers in Columbia County. The main part of the school she attended
le st1ll standing and they heve just built around it,

Bettie says she was guite a 'Tom Boy' as a youngster playing cen shinny,
hop scotch, Jumping rope and fishing., Her Tather built the chlldrsn a merry-
€0~ round of their own. She tells of the first motorized strzst car in Port-
land -- what 2 sight it was to see this stresst car moving without horsss
puiling it{ 4nd the strests were all 1ii by candle light. The kids would
look tu Tind the bturned-down candles, which would be blackened from uss, to
welts on fences, ste., as kids will do. Thig being a logging community, she
says thers was what szemed like 2 saloon on EVery corner,

IV was in 1904, Bettio met anc merried FPern Grewell in St. Helens. Thsy
spent thelr honeymoon at the ~3le and Clarik State Feir. Pern and Bettie had
two daughters, Hzlen and Gladys. On June 1, 1925, the family moved to Clo-
verdale, where Pern worked as s meat nutter end postal employee, driving mail
trucks in and around Cloverdele.

When we asgksd Bettie abnrut er hobby, she szid, "I gusss you could eay
shovel, reke and hoe." Ls 2 young girl, shs worked ac a housekeeper for a
>enler in Warren, Oregon. € nad quite e lergs estete there whers he grew
nany different kinds of flowers. Tt vas hers che bscame interested in grow-
-ng end caring for flowers. Thiis banker had inported many kinds of bulbs,
30me of which Bettie has todey in her garden at her home in Cloverdale.
iettie hee always raised flowere in Cloverdele and for the last 20 years, she
1ade the floral arrangement: for the Presbyterian Church Pleno each week.

'erll paesed awey in 1953 and Bettie continuad to cars for her flowers alone
rtil this larst year.

Bettie donated meny of her personel trezssures to the Ploneer Museum in
“llomook. Wayne Jensen, manager of the Tuseum, 1s Eettie's grandson. Arlene
chuh, granddaughter, ie 2 member of the staff here at the Care Canter. Two
0-e granddaughtere ars Barbara Gibbone of Portlend and Beverly Mohr of Hood
iver, There are 12 great grandchildren end 1 greet, great grandchild.

Bettie hae begen with us sinca September of thies lzst year and ws all
usi love her. She is such a beautiful, lovely and gracioue ledy. Drop in
nytime for a vieit with her for she has many more unusual znd interesting
€10rlee to ghare.



